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Philip M. Smith has been an active player on the national and international science and technology policy 
scene and in the management of federally sponsored research and development for more than five 
decades.  As an organization executive, chair or member of advisory committees, and as a science and 
technology policy consultant, he is a leader in developing effective national and international science and 
technology policies and programs.  
 

Smith was Director of the National Research Council of the National 
Academies of Sciences and Engineering for 13 years in the 1980s and first half 
of the 1990s.  He previously was an Associate Director of the White House 
Office of Science and Technology Policy in the Ford and Carter Administrations 
and branch chief for science at the Office of Management and Budget under 
President Nixon.  From 1959 through 1971 he was at the National Science 
Foundation directing polar and oceanographic research.  Smith was a 
glaciologist in the International Geophysical Year (IGY) in 1957-58 and was 
centrally involved in the organization of the U.S. Antarctic Research Program 
(USARP) that followed the IGY. 
 
Recently, he has served on Academy committees that have made 

recommendations on strengthening science advice in the US Department of State, improving the science 
advisory mechanisms of the UN system, developing recommendations for science and technology 
research in countering terrorism, increasing the science and technology perspective and programs in the 
U. S. Agency for International Development, planning a US program for the International Polar Year 
2007-2009, and examining the scientific bases for the future management of the Colorado River system.  
He co-chaired the Advisory Board for the California Institute for Telecommunications & Information 
Technology 2000-2012 and continues as a member. He is a member of the Board of Directors, Aurora 
Flight Sciences Inc., a leading developer and manufacturer of unmanned aircraft.  Smith served on the 
Board of the Los Alamos National Laboratory Foundation in 2006-2007.  
 
A resident of Washington, DC for 47 years, Smith lives in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  Over his public policy 
career, Smith has maintained an active expeditionary life with campaigns on most western rivers, and the 
southwestern deserts, in Alaska, the mountain ranges of eastern U.S. and in Africa.  He is an avid art 
collector and a habitué of the theatre.  Smith holds a BSc. and MA from Ohio State University, a DSc. 
from North Carolina State University and is recipient of many awards and honors, most recently honorary 
membership in the Scientific Committee for Antarctic Research, an international committee of the 
International Council for Science.  
 


